The Arizona Trout Challenge
Tactics for Successful Trips

Alex Loubere - AZGFD Native Trout and Chub Coordinator
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CHALLENGE

Arizona's Trout Challenge Program was developed to encourage anglers to learn more about fishing opportunities in the state. Arizona Game

and Fish Department manages many waters statewide to provide anglers the opportunity to catch several different species of trout, including
two found only in the Southwest, Gila Trout and Apache Trout

2 WAYS TO COMPLETE THE CHALLENGE

Catch all five species of wild trout in Arizona. These species include Apache, Brown, Brook, Gila and Rainbow trout,

"Anglers who completed the wild trout challenge without a Gila Trout while the Cila Trout requirement was suspended may submit a photo of
a wild Gila Trout they catch for verification along with the stream it was caught at, date caught, and gear type used (fly or lure) to the email or
mailing address listed below. You do not need to resubmit the full application. After the Gila Trout is verified it will be added to your certificate
and a new wild trout challenge certificate will be issued.

Catch at least six of the eight total species in Arizona (including hatchery-raised trout): Gila, Apache, Brown, Brook, Rainbow, Grayling,
ager trout

Trout Challenge map

APPLICATION FORM >

Arizona Game and Fish Department
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Krizana Gase and Tish Department Hrizona Troat Challeage Epplcation and Veriication Torm

Indicate which challenge you are applying for:

Write name as you would like it to appear on your certificate. O wild Trout Challenge [ Arizona Trout Chaslenge
First Name MCTnit Last Name
Wailing Address
City State Zip Code Area Code Phone Number

Email address:

| certify that | caught the following trout species listed below in Arizona waters. | have included a labeled photo of each trout.

Species Caught Date Caught (MM/DD/YYYY) Location Caught Byl B TroutReleased (Y/N]
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Date:
To quakify for the Wild Trout Challenge: Email this application and photos to:
O catchall 5 wild trout in Arizona artroutchallenge@azgfd.gov or Mail the application to

Arizona Game and Fish Department

Aquatics Branch, Native Trout Program

5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, AZ 85086 Yy

To qualify for the Arizona Trout Challenge:
Catch at least 6 of the 8 trout i Arizona
For both:
O submit a labeled photo of each trout, labeled with the species, date, and
location caught




Arizona Game and Fish Department
recognizes

Alex Lowbere

For demonstrating the knowledge and expertise to catch all five species of wild trout in Arizona; completing the

Augei 25, 2019

Septomben 1, 2009

Julie %E(r, Aquatic Wildlife Branch Chief Certificate No. 61

_ Arizona Wild Trout Challenge

Brown Thout
Salma trutin
Carsgon Cruk
Acgust 29, 2019

ZacHary Beard, Native Trout and Chub Coordinator
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Arizona Game and Fish Department
Tecognizes

Alex

For completing the

Arizona Trout Challenge

Reinbow Trou Brook
West Clesr Cocck B Lel
July S, 2020 Novemder 6, 2020

Chris Cantrell, Aquatic’l’lvfld(i/e Branch Chief

Certificate No. 56

Zachary/Bebrd, Native Trout and Chub Coordinator




Completing the Challenge

So you have your target species, you have your location, now what???

Trout fishing in Arizona can be a daunting proposition
o Small water
o High pressure
o Spooky fish!

Some challenging fisheries, and how |
Have managed to find success




Creek Brown Trout

Small creeks can hold big Brown Trout
Growing big in small water isn't easy

Big browns are predatory and
opportunistic

A lifetime of avoiding becoming
someone else's dinner has left them with
sharp senses, healthy skepticism of the
unusual, and aversion to over exposing
themselves

But, they also need to eat. The question
is, when?




Creek Brown Trout

e These fish can be supremely frustrating when
conditions are not ideal

e Solution? Go during ideal conditions
o What are ideal conditions anyway??
Cloudy, windy, rainy, low light
Spring runoff and monsoon season
Avoid high sun and low, clear water
s  Also avoid total blowout
o Easyright??




Why Conditions Matter

Higher flows dislodge lots of food that is
normally hard to catch

Turbid/fast water makes fish more comfortable
sitting in feeding lanes and less selective

Low light (clouds, morning/evening) make fish
more comfortable feeding in the open
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Reality: Good Conditions are Hard to Find

e |deal water conditions may only happen a few
times a year for a handful of days

e \What about the rest of the year?
e Low, clear water is much more common,
much harder to fish, and requires different

strategy

e Flies and approach change, gear and target
water stays similar
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Streamers: My Favorite Way to Target Browns

e Big meals attract big fish

e Exciting takes, often just as visual as
fishing with other styles

e Can be fished many different ways
to suite conditions

e These are flies, but a lot of this can
be adapted to spinning tackle too!
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Situational Flexibility: Carry different sizes and weights




Rigging

9-10" fast action 6wt rod

WEF floating line, aggressive taper
Short tapered leader 7' max
HEAVY TIPPET, 10-12lb test, 18"

e Three main retrieves

o Tightline
o Active
o Bobber

e All three have advantages in
different scenarios
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Approach: Tight Line

Short Casts, direct contact to the fly

Focus on pockets and undercuts: If |
were a big fish, where would | hide?

Takes are often visual, but also by
feel, If you cant see the opening to

the hide, they cant see you either...

Even in high water, STEALTH!
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Approach: Active

Longer casts using a combination of
current and active retrieve

e Trytogetflytohanginambush
points (easier said than done)

e Better for slower areas and seams
with inconsistent flow

e Most difficult to master, requires
accurate casting

e Requires active fish
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Approach: Bobber

e Awesome for traditional upstream
fishing with consistent flow runs

e Allows for presentation of a fly at
specific depth

e Works well for fish that are in
passive feeding mode, high sun or
cold water

e Bobber can spook fish on impact

e Slow or swirling water can make
presentation challenging
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Low Water Adjustments

1.  Downsize: Easy meals, small splash
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Low Water Adjustments

1. Downsize: Easy meals, small splash

2. ldentify your target: Spot holding water from
far away, plan your approach
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Low Water Adjustments

1. Downsize: Easy meals, small splash

2. ldentify your target: Spot holding water from
far away, plan your approach

3. Stealth: Soft feet, neutral clothing, use the
terrain

4. Low Light: Focus on mornings and evenings
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