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Completing the Challenge

So you have your target species, you have your location, now what???

Trout fishing in Arizona can be a daunting proposition
○ Small water
○ High pressure
○ Spooky fish!

Some challenging fisheries, and how I
Have managed to find success
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Creek Brown Trout

● Small creeks can hold big Brown Trout

● Growing big in small water isn’t easy

● Big browns are predatory and 
opportunistic

● A lifetime of avoiding becoming 
someone else’s dinner has left them with 
sharp senses, healthy skepticism of the 
unusual, and aversion to over exposing 
themselves

● But, they also need to eat. The question 
is, when? 
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Creek Brown Trout

● These fish can be supremely frustrating when 
conditions are not ideal

● Solution? Go during ideal conditions
○ What are ideal conditions anyway?

■ Cloudy, windy, rainy, low light
■ Spring runoff and monsoon season
■ Avoid high sun and low, clear water
■ Also avoid total blowout

○ Easy right??
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Why Conditions Matter

● Higher flows dislodge lots of food that is 
normally hard to catch

● Turbid/fast water makes fish more comfortable 
sitting in feeding lanes and less selective

● Low light (clouds, morning/evening) make fish 
more comfortable feeding in the open
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Reality: Good Conditions are Hard to Find

● Ideal water conditions may only happen a few 
times a year for a handful of days

● What about the rest of the year?

● Low, clear water is much more common, 
much harder to fish, and requires different 
strategy

● Flies and approach change, gear and target 
water stays similar
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Streamers: My Favorite Way to Target Browns

● Big meals attract big fish

● Exciting takes, often just as visual as 
fishing with other styles

● Can be fished many different ways 
to suite conditions

● These are flies, but a lot of this can 
be adapted to spinning tackle too!
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Streamers: The Best Mimic for a Big Meal
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Situational Flexibility: Carry different sizes and weights
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Rigging

● 9-10’ fast action 6wt rod
● WF floating line, aggressive taper
● Short tapered leader 7’ max
● HEAVY TIPPET, 10-12lb test, 18”

● Three main retrieves
○ Tight line
○ Active
○ Bobber

● All three have advantages in 
different scenarios
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Approach: Tight Line

● Short Casts, direct contact to the fly

● Focus on pockets and undercuts: If I 
were a big fish, where would I hide?

● Takes are often visual, but also by 
feel, If you cant see the opening to 
the hide, they cant see you either…

● Even in high water, STEALTH!
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Approach: Active

● Longer casts using a combination of 
current and active retrieve

● Try to get fly to hang in ambush 
points (easier said than done)

● Better for slower areas and seams 
with inconsistent flow

● Most difficult to master, requires 
accurate casting

● Requires active fish
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Approach: Bobber

● Awesome for traditional upstream 
fishing with consistent flow runs

● Allows for presentation of a fly at 
specific depth

● Works well for fish that are in 
passive feeding mode, high sun or 
cold water

● Bobber can spook fish on impact

● Slow or swirling water can make 
presentation challenging
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Low Water Adjustments

1. Downsize: Easy meals, small splash
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Low Water Adjustments

1. Downsize: Easy meals, small splash

2. Identify your target: Spot holding water from 
far away, plan your approach

3. Stealth: Soft feet, neutral clothing, use the 
terrain

4. Low Light: Focus on mornings and evenings
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