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“What exactly is R3?”

Let’s start with what it’s not. 

“R3 is about more than 
making hunters or fishermen 

or selling more licenses” 
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R3 IS CONSERVATION

● Anglers are an essential part of 
Fisheries Conservation

○ Apache Trout Delisting
○ Stream Restoration
○ Habitat Projects
○ Fish Stocking
○ Hatcheries
○ Fisheries Management 
○ Advocacy
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THE WHY: WILDLIFE, HABITAT & 
CONSERVATION FUNDING MODEL

● Conservation is primarily funded 
through participation

● Population growth is outpacing 
participation ratios

● Participants are getting older 

● Cost of fisheries management

● Environmental changes

Anglers are critical to Fish and Wildlife 
Stewardship and Conservation
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R3 is a PROCESS - The Adoption Sequence 

A CORNERSTONE FUNDAMENTAL to R3 is:

it takes more than 1 experience to make an 
ANGLER - period. 

The Adoption Sequence
is well established, proven model, built on 

extensive scientific research.



ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT     |

R3 Fundamental Principles in AZ

● The Adoption Sequence
● Centralized Listing of Events by Skill Level
● Partners, Partners, Partners 
● Registration with Data Collection, Participant information
● License / permit required 
● Open lands, public waters, wildlife areas, walk-in access
● Hands-on events, mentoring, experiential
● Scalable, sustainable & sharable
● Post event “Next Steps” communication, connect the dots
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AZ’s Fishing R3 Approach: 
The FishAZ Network

● Started in 2021  

● Collaboration with partners from the 
Arizona Fishing Community 

● AZGFD Centralizing everyone’s 
events and activities in one place

● Events by Skill Level to support 
progressive skill development
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Since Inception:

413 - Events
1,515 - Registration

52 - Hosting Partners 

*Registrations from Event Manager by 
Calendar Year
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www.azgfd.gov/FishAZ “Register for an Event”
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R3 - Progressive Skill Development 
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FishAZ Network BRANDING
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Fishing Regulations & Website 



THANK YOU

Feel free to reach out to me
Chase Newlon, AZGFD
Fishing R3 Coordinator

Email: cnewlon@azgfd.gov
Phone: 602-510-9595
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