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Overview
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Overview

○ Eastern Arizona

○ Landownership varied

○ Elevations Range 4,000 – 10,000 ft

○ Snowfall up to 260 inches per year

○ Monsoon Season Late June to Mid 
September.

○ As many as 33 Lakes 

○ As many as 65 streams Managed for 
Trout

○ Fisheries Management Mix of 
Non-Native Sportfish, 
Native-Sportfish, and Native 
Non-Game Fish

○ Fun Fact – Can Almost Complete both 
Arizona Trout Challenges here.



ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT     | 4



ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT     | 5

Apache Trout
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Apache Trout

○ 5 Locations for Wild Trout Challenge

○ 10 Locations for Trout Challenge

○ My Favorite: Bear Wallow Creek

■ Largest Fishable Population 
Size/Multiple Size Classes

■ Largest Sized Wild Apache Trout

■ Remote Location

■ Area to Focus – Upper Mainstem 
Bear Wallow

■ Angling Methods – Most Any 
(Special Regulations), particularly 
Dry and Dropper
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Gila Trout
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Gila Trout

○ 0 Locations for Wild Trout Challenge 
(Yet)

○ 1 Location for Trout Challenge

○ My Favorite: Luna Lake

■ Near Alpine, Arizona

■ Very Accessible

■ 7,015 Super and Catchable Sized 
Stocked since November

■ Growing well

■ Fishing Reports Good

■ Bait, Lures, and Flies all Working

■ Plan to Fish before End of June
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Brown Trout
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Brown Trout

○ 18 Locations for Wild Trout Challenge

○ My Favorite: East Fork Black River 
Watershed

■ Both Remote and Accessible

■ Area to focus – Campground 
section for accessible/Three Forks 
Area for Hiking

■ Relatively Abundant 
Population/Multiple Size Classes

■ Potential for Large Fish (>18 
inches)

■ Variety of Techniques Work, but 
Important to Focus on Dawn and 
Dusk
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Brook Trout
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Brook Trout

○ 4 Locations for Wild Trout Challenge

○ My Favorite: Willow Springs Creek

■ Great place to get away from the 
crowds at Willow Springs Lake

■ Area to Focus - from 1/3 mile 
below dam to 1 ½ miles 
downstream from dam

■ Fish up to 13 inches in last survey, 
but most small

■ Angling Methods – Most Any, 
particularly Dry and Dropper
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Rainbow Trout
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Rainbow Trout

○ 5 Locations for Wild Trout Challenge

○ My Favorite: Grant Creek

■ Technically Rainbow Trout/ 
Apache Trout hybrids

■ Remote, decent hike from top or 
bottom

■ Area to focus - Slot Canyon 
Section and Headwaters both

■ Lots of Fish

■ Tend to be Naïve

■ Angling Methods – Most Any, 
particularly Dry and Dropper
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Bonus: Wild Tiger Trout
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Bonus: Wild Tiger Trout

○ 1 Primarily Location for Wild Trout 
Challenge, Potentially Another

○ Anglers Do Catch Them Each Year, 
but it is not Guaranteed!
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Questions or Comments?


