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Thompson-Burro Meadow 
Project overview

• Reconnect streams to floodplain

• 200 log jam structures

• 70 sod plugs

• 128 acres of wet meadow restoration 

• 3.5 miles of stream restoration

• Elk Exclosure; 16,000 linear feet of 
fence

• Riparian planting  





















Monitoring post project; 10 
years  

1. Water temperature

2. Groundwater level

3. Water quality 

4. Flowtography station 

5. Macroinvertebrate

6. Trout populations 



Hayground Creek Meadow Restoration 

We are constructing an exclosure on ~65 acres of wet meadow habitat 
around ~.75 miles on Hayground Creek. After the exclosure is 
constructed, we will plant native vegetation along the riparian corridor.







Paradise Creek Aquatic Organism Passage (AOP) Project

• Located in the Salt River watershed on WMAT lands.

• This project aims to improve fish passage along 9.3 miles of quality Apache trout habitat 
currently restricted by three undersized culvert barriers. 

• The current culverts don’t allow Apache trout to freely move throughout the system during 
periods of drought or spring run-off (velocity barrier).

• The new culverts are open-bottom culverts that allow you to build the stream channel right 
under the road, eliminating the barrier to trout at any life stage. 

• Reconnecting stream habitat for all life stages of Apache trout will create resilience to 
drought and fires. 













Deep Creek AOP (culvert replacement) 

• Located in the Salt River watershed on WMAT lands.

• This project aims to improve fish passage along 10.1 miles of quality Apache trout habitat 
currently restricted by eight undersized culvert barriers. 

• The current culverts don’t allow Apache trout to freely move throughout the system during 
periods of drought or spring run-off (velocity barrier).

• The new culverts are open-bottom culverts that allow you to build the stream channel right 
under the road, eliminating the barrier to trout at any life stage. 

• Reconnecting stream habitat for all life stages of Apache trout will create resilience to 
drought and fires. 

• Repair headcuts on the service road that runs adjacent to Deep Creek. 











Boggy, Centerfire, and Home Creek 
Wet Meadow Restoration

• Low-tech process-based restoration (LTPBR) techniques to increase 
floodplain storage, restore stream function and natural flow regimes, 
address erosion processes, restore channel stability, increase 
surface water-groundwater exchange and floodplain connection, 
and make the landscape more resistant to impacts from wildfire and 
drought. 

• Elk exclosure around stream and riparian area. 
• This is a multi-year, multi-phase project. Utilizing upland forest 

thinning management with lowland wet meadow restoration. 
Boggy: 3.4 mi of stream/ riparian planting, 5.9 mi of fence 
Home: 1 mi of stream, 2 mi of riparian planting, 1.76 mi of fence
Centerfire: 4.4 mi of stream/ riparian planting, 8.25 mi of fence





Bear Wallow Wilderness Fish Barrier Removal

• A non-functioning river-rock masonry fish barrier and associated gabion 
structures occupy the active channel of Bear Wallow Creek within the 
Bear Wallow Wilderness 

• Although ineffective, it still poses a barrier to the movement of Apache 
Trout throughout this system.

• A new barrier was constructed on San Carlos Tribal lands approximately 
1 mile downstream at the confluence of the Black River. 

• TU and agency partners are looking to remove the barrier in the Fall of 
2027.
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